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Sir GEORGE GREY here interposed, stating that this point
was already under consideration, and that in Ireland, where
a medical man had been appointed assistant-commissioner,
without any particular district being assigned to him, and
therefore being at the general service of the commission in all
medical inquiries, the result had been most satisfactory.

Dr. BURTON then proceeded to point out the mischiefs
arising from having appointments frequently held by an
annual tenure. With the fear before him of dismissal without
cause assigned, the medical man could not do his duty to the
poor, either comfortably or independently. A further point
urged was the extremely low rate of remuneration received
for medical services under the poor-law. Owing to the
degradation of the rate, the medical officers received a sum
which barely covered the cost of drugs and medical appli-
ances, nothing being left to remunerate the union-surgeon for
his loss of time, and for the exercise of his skill, &c.; there
was also this anomaly in the mode of payment, that while in
a few cases as much as sixteen shillings were paid, in the vast
majority, the payments were of a very insignificant character
indeed, reaching below sixpence each case, a most conclusive
proof that there was an utter want of system and efficient
supervision in the adjustment, if so it could be called, of
medical remuneration, and that the poor-law guardians did
pretty well as they pleased, and after their own caprices,
notwithstanding the existence of a central authority.

Sir GEORGE GREY remarked that it was the peculiarity of
the poor-law to unite the two principles of local management
and central superintendence, and the evils complained of were
the consequence. It certainly was a matter of very great
difficulty to conciliate the arrangements of an uniform plan
with that liberty of local action which formed a characteristic
of English government.

It was submitted, on the part of the deputation, that the
central supervision was entitled to take a more prominent part
in this matter than in the subject of poor-law administration
generally, as government had guaranteed to pay half the poor-
law medical expenses from the consolidated fund.

Sir GEORGE GREY observed that the government could not
lose sight of that view of the case. The same principle had
regulated their proceedings in reference to the educational
grant in the cases of schools benefited by it, and there was no
doubt that the government were bound not to neglect an ad-
vantage of the kind alluded to.
Mr. PETER MARTIN, of Reigate, then called the attention of

Sir George Grey to the fact, that the utter inadequacy of
medical remuneration under the poor-law was now universally
confessed by every intelligent person identified by its admi-
nistration, that it never could have descended to such a dis-
graceful rate, if a system of advertisements and tenders had
not been generally adopted, by which, in many cases, the poor
were transferred to the care of young men and strangers, and
in others, old practitioners compelled, in self-defence, to
receive salaries entirely inadequate to their labours, duties,
and expenses. The evils of this tender system had, in fact,
proved so frightful and unjust, by the general voice of public
opinion, that the commissioners were obliged to put an end
to it; but though this was the fact, the great evil originating
from the abuse-viz., low remuneration, had -still been perpe-
trated. As a proof of the change in public feeling on the sub-
ject, Mr. Martin mentioned, that a case had recently occurred
in the Guildford Union, in which it had been considered
necessary to summon a jury, who without attributing any
blame to the medical officer, had found, as a part of their
verdict that the medical officer ought to have a sufficient
salary to enable him to keep a horse."
Mr. STEDMAN, of Guildford, confirmed this statement, and

said, that the surgeon so ill remunerated was a stranger to the
neighbourhood, and had accepted the appointment after it
had been resigned or declined by all the surgeons in that
locality, because of the pecuniary losses it entailed on its
possessor.
Mr. VALLANCE, of Stratford, pressed for an early attention

to this subject, which was not of less importance to the con-
tent and well-being of the working classes than of the medical
profession, and said that it was not pleasant nor useful to the
public to know that the average payment for attendance on
prison patients was 13s. 6d., while that of union patients did
not exceed one-tenth of that sum.
Some conversation also occurred as to the system of supply-

ing drugs by the unions, but it was shown that the practice
was rare-far rarer than Sir George Grey imagined. That
where it had been tried, it was found to double the expense of
poor-law medical attendance, and there was little hope of
accomplishing so great a change.

Mr. DANIELL, of Newport Pagnell, adduced in particular his
own case, where the ordinary drug price of the drugs supplied
by him had been proved nearly to double the whole salary,
and in consequence of which low remuneration, or rather
want of remuneration, he had felt compelled to resign.

Sir GEORGE GREY stated that the question of expense was
one subordinate to what was necessary to secure efficient
medical relief, and having assured the deputation of the in-
terest he felt in the matter, and of his determination to confer
with Mr. Buller, the President of the Poor-law Commission,
upon it, the deputation withdrew, acknowledging the courtesy
with which they had been received.

MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND SOCIETY.
DR. THOMAS WRIGHT, of Dublin, has published an Address

to the several medical faculties in Ireland, urging upon them
the formation of an association in that country to provide for
the families of medical practitioners who may fall victims to
disease in the performance of their arduous and dangerous
professional duties. He calls attention to the immense mor-
tality amongst the medical men of Ireland during 1847,
recalling the fact that 178 medical practitioners, exclusive
of pupils and army surgeons, died in one year of fever alone,
and of this number the great majority fell victims to disease
contracted in the discharge of public medical duties," leaving
a melancholy legacy of 17 widows with 94 children, exclusive
of other dependencies, amounting to a total of 116 human
beings totally unprovided for. The plan he proposes and the
basis of his calculations are thus laid down:-

" Half a crown a-week from one thousand of the profession
- being about one-third of the present staff-will create an
annual income of .E6,500; and if the same system be adopted
in the contemplated institution which is the practice in others
- that no individual can draw on his capital for five years,
making a deduction every year of 25 contributors removed by
death, with a further deduction of X600 per annum for
management, the residue of capital will amount to .628,500,
calculating on 1000 contributors, minus 125 by deaths, in five
years. From this period every man who has been a contri-
butor for five years is fully entitled to draw &pound;3 per week forten weeks at least, and for as many more as the profit
resulting from lapsed payments &c. may have added to his
stock.

"At the termination of every quinquennial period, an
account of profit is to be taken, and as no loss can be in-
curred, the surplus is to be divided among all who have been
contributors for five clear years. It is calculated that fifty
are sick every year, and that twenty-five die, so that the loss
in five years will amount&mdash;the cost of the staff included-to
&pound;10,500, or &pound;7,500 for sick, and .62,500 for management, &c.,
leaving a balance of .E18,500 to meet contingencies of the
ensuing five years;-then a second balance of profits to be
struck.
"The next proposition I would make would be a registry

fee, to be exacted, as already mentioned, from every pupil, of
&pound;5 5s.; 5s. to be paid to the registry clerk, and the balance to
be appropriated to a widows’ and orphans’ fund; and every
practitioner &pound;10 10s., the 10s. to the registrar, and the &pound;10 to
the widows’ and orphans’ fund-but not to be available in any
case until the claimant’s husband has been five clear years on
the list of contributors. It is contemplated, by making this a
compulsory measure, to exact those payments, without draw-
ing on the executive, and thus the profession may be made
available in saving itself from a repetition of the sorrowful
and heart-rending scenes and tales of poverty of the year
1847.

" It is proposed to have but one establishment or office, for
conducting the business of the Institution, in the Irish metro-
polis, where, from the larger number of resident practitioners,
surveillance may be obtained with more certainty and facility,
and urgent cases of relief the more rapidly dispatched, as
necessity may require; exclusive of which, the one staff and
establishment will suffice for all purposes, and the cost of
other minor establishments saved to the institution-to which
add the advantages resulting from the facility of obtaining
modes of remittance to all quarters of the kingdom, on the
shortest notice.
"In conclusion, if the profession approve of this outline of

a mode of practical, as well as practicable relief of each other,
i I shall be prepared, on receiving their concurrence, to form a
committee to carry out the measure in detail; in aid of which

I have obtained the services, as my assistant in this project,and for the present, the gratuitous use of an office, 4, College-



648

green, from John E. Hyndman, Esq., Agent to the United
Kingdom Life Insurance Company, where any commimica-
tions on this matter will be received and attended to."
We have elsewhere made some remarks on the subject,

which is deserving of attentive consideration.

Correspondence.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL.

SAMUEL COOPER.

LETTER FROM PROFESSOR COOPER.]
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Two pamphlets have issued from the press, in answer
to mine, respecting the circumstances which led to my resig-
nation of the professorship of surgery in University College.
A still more important document from Mr. Syme was inserted
in your number of the 27th ult., written with admirable can-
dour, and throwing considerable light on the affair. Dr.
John Taylor’s letter, in THE LANCET of this day, being com-
posed apparently when he was in a warm mood, I shall deal
with very leniently. I am glad also to find no occasion to
make any observations upon the contents of Dr. Sharpey’s
pamphlet after Mr. Syme’s elucidation of the subject, to
which I shall presently invite attention.
With reference to the extraordinary delay in filling up the

vacant assistant-surgeoncy (above a twelvemonth), the state-
ments in Mr. Quain’s pamphlet only confirm the fact, that I
did object to such delay; and as for the appropriation of the
Eye-Infirmary to him, what has any resolution in the minutes
of the medical committee to do with my objections ? which
remain the same, and are well founded. Of course, if he had
not had some kind of permission to undertake the whole of
the duty, he could not have done it, and there would have
been no ground for those objections. Now, it seems to me
that, as Mr. Quain had no great name for diseases of the eye,
instead of making a kind of monopoly of this part of the hos-
pital, he should have gladly availed himself of the co-opera-
tion of others; or what would have been still better, the
council should have invited gentlemen of high reputation in
this branch of surgery to offer themselves as candidates for
the office. Would not this have been the surest method of
bringing interesting cases, and especially patients for opera-
tion, into the establishment, and also the surest way of afford-
ing valuable instruction to the students ?
Mr. Quain, with an appearance of rigorous attention to

dates, as well as to "official acts and documents," about which
the world does not care a straw, attaches vast importance to
the 9th of August last, as the period of the commencement of
my dissatisfaction, notwithstanding which (I suppose it is meant
to be insinuated as an inconsistency in me) I was yet not un-
willing to lecture with him. What will the profession think,
when they are reminded, that the 9th of August, 1847, was
the memorable and agreeable day when the council renewed
their unconditional promise to me of the continuation of the
required assistance to me in the surgical lectures? My dis-
satisfaction, or rather disgust, did not begin until certain
transactions relating to the school became known to me
after Mr. Liston’s death, and then certainly nothing would
have induced me to consent to receive Mr. Quain’s assistance
in the lectures.

I pass over Mr. Quain’s calculation of five medical professors,
as present at the meeting of the senate, held for the invitation
of Mr. Syme, my late distinguished colleague, Professor
Graham, having been purposely omitted by me, because not
deemed a member of the profession. Neither do Mr. Quain’s
statements, respecting the rights of the faculty of medicine,
call for any remark, excepting that I spoke of the custom,
formerly more frequently observed than at present, of refer-
ences being made to it by the council on important matters
concerning the medical school. Were not the questions
relating to the choice of Mr. Liston, or of Mr. Baird, and
the comparative merits of the candidates for the chair of
medicine, on the last election, freely considered by the faculty
of medicine, before being brought under the notice of the
senate ?
Mr. Quain alleges, that no report or written statement was

brought to the meeting of the senate held for the invitation of
Mr. Syme. I saw on the table a paper before him, from which
he read notes, occasionally embellished by very curious verbal
additions, such as the surgeons of the United Kingdom would i
justly laugh at. In order to avoid mistake, I afterwards con-
sulted the minutes of the senate, and found, embodied in the
form of a resolution, the very words of the written notes I

alluded to. I am very glad that Mr. Quain has been acquitted
by the council; but he must remember, that though the sup-
port of the latter body is important to him, by enabling him
to retain his appointments, the council were not exactly the
party to which he should have appealed, inasmuch as they
were themselves, to a certain extent, involved in the proposed

inquiry.After Mr. Quain had concurred in the terms of the nego-
tiation with Mr. Syme, of course he must have changed his
views with respect to the surgical chair. His wishes to lec-
ture on surgery had been repeatedly expressed to me and
others long before Mr. Liston’s death.

It appears, from Mr. Syme’s explanation of the reasons
which caused him to resign the offices conferred upon him,
that as long ago as November- last he had been promised by
the college (without my knowledge or consent, be it observed)
a certain portion of my fees, on condition of his assisting in
the surgical lectures. The council afterwards heard (no doubt
through Dr. Sharpey) that I would not agree to the arrange-
ment. This being the case, I became a complete obstacle to
the fulfilment of their engagement to Mr. Syme. Thus the true
cause is at once seen for the breach of their promise to
me, and for the suggestion made by the committee of the
council, that I should resign. That the council can justify
this infringement of a promise made on the 9th of August by
any minute of theirs made on the 20th of November, is quite
impossible; and if they expect to be acquitted on this point
by the public, they are entirely mistaken; nor can two pro.
fessors who joined in the clandestine negotiation by which
a part of the surgical chair was bartered away without my
consent, or even knowledge, be regarded by the profession as
free from the imputation of having involved themselves in
a meddlesome, underhand transaction-a most unfair pro-
ceeding towards a colleague. Dr. John Taylor’s letter being,
for the most part, a waste of ammunition on undisputed
points, I may be brief with him. I never made any general
complaint of the college being injudiciously or badly managed
by the council; nor any general complaint of the unfitness of
the medical appointments within their patronage; but of that
body having been of late too much swayed in their proceed-
ings by two professors in the faculty of medicine. Mr. Syme’s
plain and honest explanation of the negotiation with him
tends to confirm this opinion. Dr. Taylor’s own case is some-
what analogous to that of Mr. Morton. Both were distin.
guished students, and both were favoured with the patronage
of the council, with this difference, however, that Dr. Taylor
- a particular friend of Mr. Quain&mdash;was promoted to be
physician and clinical professor without any invitation being
given to men of longer standing and higher reputation, to
present themselves as candidates against him, whilst, on the
contrary, though Mr. Morton had served about seven years
with distinction, as assistant-surgeon to the hospital, it was
not regarded as harsh and unjust to put another surgeon, a
stranger, directly above him.

Dr. Taylor, in his warmth, falls into the contradiction of look-
ing upon University College as at present too young to furnish
surgeons and professors, and yet of its being old enough to
afford a supply of physicians. Indeed, he is so confused as to
forget that it is now some years since he himself constituted
the needed supply both of a physician and a professor.
In conclusion, I beg to disclaim all hostility to Mr. Syme,

whose resignation I never desired after he had come up to
London ; nor should I have made any remarks on the
favouritism of another party, had not that cry been very
unfairly employed and insisted upon against me. Retaliation
was then warranted, and, indeed, unavoidable.

I am, Sir, your very obedient servant,
Wobum-place, June, 1848. SAMUEL COOPER.

THE SOMERS TOWN DISPENSARY.
[LETTER FROM MR. HILLES.]

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;My attention has been directed to some observations

contained in your journal of the 13th instant, regarding the
Somers Town Self-supporting Dispensary, with which I am
connected.
Were it not for the spirit displayed in these observations

by your anonymous correspondent, and the heading with
which you have been pleased to favour them, I should return
you my thanks for thus making the institution more public.
That such an institution should excite the hostility of a

certain class of practitioners is highly probable, but that the
respectable editor of a public journal should have deemed
them worthy of public censure, is indeed surprising, especially


